LESSON SEVEN TEMPLE ROOM ETIQUETTE
Temple room etiquette is described in detail by Srila Prabhupada in Ms Nectar of Devotion :
1.         One should accept flowers and garlands that have been offered to the Deity and spiritual master and place them on one's body.
2.         One should learn to dance before the Deity.
3.         One should learn to bow down immediately upon seeing the Deity or the spiritual master.
4.        When the Deity is being borne for a stroll in the street, a devotee should immediately follow the procession.
5.        One must circumambulate the temple building at least three tunes.
6.         One must worship the Deity in the temple according to the regulative principles, (offering arati and foodstuffs, decorating the Deity, etc.).
7.
One must render personal service to the Deities.
8.
One must sing, chant, offer prayers, recite notable prayers and perform sankirtana.
9.
One must taste maha-prasada (food from the very plate offered before the Deities).
10.
One must drink caranamrta (water from the bathing of the Deities).
11.
One must smell the flowers and incense offered to the Deities.
12.
One must touch the lotus feet of the Deity.
13.
One must see the Deity with great devotion.
14.       One must regularly hear about the Lord and His pastimes from Bhagavad-gita, Srimad Bhagavatam, Sri Caitanya-caritamrta and similar books.
15.       One must pray to the Deity for His mercy.
16.       One should remember and meditate upon the Deity.
17.       One should render service, taking all kinds of risks and perform all endeavours for Krsna's benefit.
18.       One must offer everything to the Lord.
19.       One should pour water on the tulasi tree.
20.
One should associate with devotees who are considered more advanced.
21.
One should not enter the temple with shoes.
22.
One should not enter the temple without having washed one's hand and feet after eating.
23.
One should not bow down on one hand.
24.
One should not circumambulate in front of Sri Krsna.
25.
One should not spread one's legs before the Deity.
26.
One should not sit before the Deity holding the ankles, elbows or knees with one's hands.
27.
One should not lie down before the Deity.
28.
One should not accept prasadam before the Deity.
29.
One should not speak a lie before the Deity.
30.
One should not talk very loudly before the Deity
31.
One should not talk with others before the Deity.
32.
One should not cry or howl before the Deity.
33.
One should not quarrel, fight or chastise anyone before the   Deity.
34.
One should not wear a fur blanket before the Deity.
35.
One should not praise anyone else before the Deity.
36.
One should not sit with one's back towards the Deity.
37.
One should not offer obeisances silently to the spiritual master or in other words one

should recite aloud the prayers to the spiritual master while offering obeisances.
38.
One should not fail to offer some praise in the presence of the spiritual master.
39.
One should not praise himself before the spiritual master.
40.
One should not deride the demigods before the Deity.

( Nectar of Devotion, Chapters Six & Kight )
Meditating upon the Deity
1. After having offered obeisances to the Deities, one should take darshan with great devotion and beg for Their mercy.
2.      One should not immediately look upon the Deities full in the face. The proper manner in which one should take darshan is described in Srimad-Bhagavatam:
"The process of meditation should begin from the lotus feet of the Lord and progress to His smiling face. The meditation should be concentrated upon the lotus feet then the calves, then the thighs and in this way higher and higher. The more the mind becomes fixed upon the different parts of the limbs one after another, the more the intelligence becomes purified."
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.2.13)
3.      The darshan should begin as we face the Deities, from the left hand cprner move progressively, Deity by Deity, to the right hand corner.
KIRTANA ETIQUETTE
"Regarding your question about the dancing, the dancing should be done enthusiastically by raising the hands like Panca-tattva. You can also dance enthusiastically by raising hands. All of Lord Caitanya's followers used to dance with raised hands. If someone dances with ecstacy, that is all right, but it is better to dance with raised hands."
[Srila Prabhupada's letter to Kirtanananda (10/11/74)]
1.      Kirtana means glorification of Sri Hari by means of singing.
(When only one devotee sings, it is bhajan.}
2.
Glorify Sri Krsna, not yourself.
3.
Sing with sincere devotion for pleasure of Sri Krsna and His devotees.
4.
When singing in a group, one or two persons should sing and the others follow.
5. The instruments that Srila Prabhupada instructed for accompaning kirtana were karatalas, mrdanga and whompers). He did not approve of the harmonium for kirtana, but accepted it for bhajana. The instruments, especially the whompers, should not drown out the Holy Name or cause pain to the ears. The instruments should follow the kirtana leader.
6.      Use simple melody and preferably the appropriate melody (raga) for the day.
7.      Don't think that you are the best singer and that therefore you should lead. Vaisnavas are by nature humble. They naturally want to follow, not lead. However, if they are requestec to lead by the Vaisnavas, then they are happy to serve.
SERVING AND HONOURING PRASADAM
"I like this idea very much. Our chanting is the medicine and   our prasadam is the diet for curing material disease."
[Srila Prabhupada's letter to Dayananda (10/3/68)] How to Honour Prasadam
"When a devotee distributes prasadam, remnants of food offered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, in order to maintain our spirit of devotional service we must accept this prasadam as the Lord's grace received through the pure devotees."
-»
(Nectar of Instruction Text 4, purport)
1.      One should only eat prasadam.
2.      Ideally one should eat food that is
a) cooked by devotees
b) offered to the Lord by devotees
c) served by devotees
3.       Remember that Krsna prasadam is non-different from Krsna.   Recite the 'sanra avidya-jar prayer to remember that, (see Appendix)
4.      Use the right hand to eat and drink.
5.      Meditate how Krsna tasted the offering. (One can also meditate on Krsna's mercy in providing prasadam and the prasadam pastimes of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Lord Krsna.)
6.      Do not talk while honouring prasadam (besides glorifying Krsna and His prasadam) 

7.       Do not throw prasadam. Never touch prasadam with your feet.
8.      Wash hands, feet and mouth before and after eating. At least wash your hands.  In the Western countries it may be difficult to wash your feet. But when in India, you should wash both your hands and feet before and after taking prasadam.
9.      Drink a glass of water one hour before eating. For some time after eating, don't drink. If you at all have to drink, drink something hot.
How to Serve Prasadam
"We should never waste Krs&a prasadam. Best thing is to cook only what is required and the give each person what he wants. That is Vedic system, that the people sit in rows behind their plates and the servers pass down the rows and put a very small portion of each foodstuff on each plate. Unless there is some objection by a person, then nothing is given. Then if anyone wants more, the servers pass up and down the rows continually and give more, if anyone requests. In this way nothing is wasted and everyone is satisfied."
[Srila Prabhupada's letter to Kirtiraja das]
1.      Everyone should be invited to sit, wA prasadam should be served by qualified devotees.
2.      Those who are serving should be very clean, peaceful and satisfied. They should eat before serving, if necessary. They should try not to speak while serving.
3.      Serve just the right amount so that nothing is wasted.
4.      Householders should serve the guests. Seniors, elders and children should be served first.
5.      Place salt and lemon on each plate before those to be served are seated. A green chilli may also be offered.
6.      Always serve water first.
7.      Prasadam should be served in the following order:
First bitter preparations like sukta and bitter melon
Then spinach and other astringent items
Fried preparations and dahl
,,
Various spicy vegetables
Sour items
Sweet preparations
Rice and capatis are staple foods and should be on the plate.
8.      Go around serving seconds until everyone is satisfied. Don't be stingy - don't hold anything back because you want to take it later. Prasadam is meant for distribution.
9.      Do not touch plates with the serving spoon. Touching the plate contaminates the spoon. If a spoon becomes contaminated, you should wash it.
10.    Don't let your fingers touch any of the preparations, even water. Salt should never be served by hand, use a spoon.
11.    Never touch prasadam with your feet or step over it.
12.    Serve the prasadam from serving buckets.
13.    Don't drag buckets along the floor or make clanging noises with pot handles or utensils. Serve quietly.
14.    After everyone has finished honouring prasadam, clean the place immediately.
Story of Prabhupada's visit (along with some disciples) at the asrama of Puri Maharaja in Visakhapatnam (Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta):
Prabhupada's godbrother Ananda was eager to cook and serve not only Srila Prabhupada, but all of his disciples. Ananda was elderly, yet he took the position of always offering menial service. Although he spoke very little English, Prabhupada's disciples could perceive the affection of Ananda and Srila Prabhupada for each other. Ananda's communication with Srila Prabhupada's disciples was particularly manifest through his cooking and sewing ofprasadam ...
Each morning everyone would gather on the verandah outside Srila Prabhupada's quarters, the men sitting on one side, the ladies on the other. Down the center aisle, Ananda would walk briskly, distributing prasadam, while Srila Prabhupada sat at one end in a wooden chair, fingering htsjapa beads and observing the devotees take prasadam. Srila Prabhupada had supplied money to the asrama and Ananda was regularly cooking sumptuous feasts: deep-fried chunks of potatoes in powdered spices, rice, yogurt, dal, three different types of subjis, fresh fries, chutney, malpura, rajkeli, sanidesa, ksira - and everything cooked to a nectarean standard of excellence.
Srila Prabhupada would sit at the head of the two rows and encourage them to lake prasadaw: "Give him more!" Prabhupada would praise Ananda's cooking, smiling with pleasure to see his disciples accept prasadam. The devotees would finish, having been induced to eat as much as they possibly could, and Srila Prabhupada would say aloud the prema-dhvani prayers. 'Ilien all the devotees would shout in response, "Jaya!"
After one such feast, Prabhupada called the devotees into his room and remarked, "See how he is cooking. He cooks everything, he serves it, and then he doesn't eat until everyone is fully satisfied. This is Vaisnava, how he should act. He is more satisfied to serve than to enjoy himself."
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