VAISNAVA ETIQUETTE

"... it is the characteristic of a devotee to observe and protect the Vaisnava etiquette.
Maintenance of the Vaisnava etiquette is the ornament of a devotee." (Lord Caitanya to Sanatana Goswami, Sri Caitanya-caritamrta Antya-lila 4.130)
LESSON ONE DEFINITION AND BASIC PRINCIPLES
Definition :
The Hari Bhakti Vilasa describes Vaisnava etiquette as the behaviour of a pure devotee.
"Since nothing can be successful without sadacara or etiquette, every action should be performed with proper etiquette. We must act according to proper etiquette. The heart of a saintly person is free from contamination. The way a saintly person acts is known as sadacara."
(Hari Bhakti Vilasa)
Basic Principles :
"Accepting some of the scriptural rules and regulations for immediate benefit, as utilitarians advocate, is called niyama-agraha, and neglecting the rules and regulations of the sastras, which are meant for spiritual development, is called ' niyama-agraha. The word āgraha means "eagerness to accept," and agraha means "failure to accept." By the addition of either of these two words to the word niyama ("rules and regulations"), the word niyamagraha is formed. Thus niyamagraha has a two fold meaning that is understood according to the particular combination of words. Those interested in Krsna consciousness should not be eager to accept rules and regulations for economic advancement, yet they should very faithfully accept scriptural rules and regulations for the advancement of Krsna consciousness. They should strictly follow the regulative principles by avoiding illicit sex, meat-eating, gambling and intoxication."
(Nectar of Instruction, Text 2, purport)
There are many rules and regulations guiding a devotee's life but the purpose of themis to help one to
"Always remember Krsna and never forget Him ".
1.        One must offer respect and obeisances to superiors like the guru, the Lord and His devotees. We must also respect superior relatives like the parents.
2.        Rise before 4 a.m. and attend mangala-arati.
3.
After waking up, one should first brush one's teeth and afterwards take a bath.
4.
Bathe after passing stool.
5.
Wash with water after passing urine. Also wash hands and feet.
6.      Wash hands after drinking water. (This is done because when one holds a cup while drinking, one's hands actually become contaminated.)
7.      Use the right hand for eating and drinking. Even if a person is left handed, he should try to use his right hand.
8.
Always wear clean clothes.
9.
Never steal anything.
10.
Never use unpleasant words.
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11.
Never tell a lie, even if pleasant. That is, don't even tell a pleasant lie.
12.
Never speak ill of others.
13.
Do not become inimical to others.
14.    Do not develop friendship with people who are envious, fallen, insane, inimical, extravagant, deceptive, lying or illicitly related with women. Do not develop friendship with unchaste women.
15.
Do not travel alone.
16.
Do not sneeze or yawn without covering the mouth.
17.
Do not laugh loudly.
18.
Do not pass air loudly.
19.
Always avoid a crematorium, a garden and unchaste women at night.
20.
Do not take shelter of a fallen person.
21.
Neither sleep too much or stay awake too much.
22.
One's legs should not be outstretched in front of one's elders.
23.
Do not spit while eating.
24.    Never cause any harm to anyone; instead, always try to do good to others.
25.    Do not associate with unscrupulous people or read 'scriptures' that are not bonafide. (Scriptures are in quotes, which means they are so-called scriptures.)
26.
Do not mock people who are foolish, insane, distressed, ugly, cunning, lame or fallen.
27.
Do not chastise anyone except sons and disciples to educate them.
28.
Bathe after shaving, copulating, or going to a crematorium
29.
Do not eat yogurt or chickpea at night.
30.
If one is insulted, one should leave the place silently.
31.
Never praise yourself.
32.
Never look at a naked woman or man.
33.
Foodstuffs should not be placed on one's lap to eat.
34.
One should not quarrel with one's wife.
35.
Do not spit on water. People sometimes drink water from ponds, lakes or rivers.
36.
Do not sleep in the temple room.
37.
Sannyasis should bathe three times a day, grhasthas and brahmacaris at least twice a day.
3 8.    After touching the inside of the mouth, nose and- ears and touching the eyes, one must wash one's hands.
The following activities must also be avoided :
a)      watching commercial films.
b)     watching television and non-devotional video.
c)      reading novels and other non-devotional works,
d)     reading newspapers or magazines that deal with films, sports, politics, sex, social affairs etc.
e)      visiting places that are associated with sense gratification eg. holiday resorts etc.
Such activities will simply contaminate one's consciousness and encourages one to violate the four regulative principles.
Assignment Questions:
1.1.
Define Vaisnava etiquette.
1.2.
List five basic principles regarding personal hygiene.                                 ,
1.3.
List five activities that will contaminate one's consciousness.
LESSON TWO TWENTY-SIX QUALITIES OF A DEVOTEE
One can know who is a Vaisnava by understanding the twenty-six qualities of a devotee. However there are two types of characeristics: principle and marginal. The, principle characteristic is surrender exclusively to Krsna while all others are dependent upon it. By some good fortune one may get the association ofVaisnavas, and then attain a taste for the Name, chant the Name and take shelter at Krsna's lotus feet. This becomes the chief characteristic, and by continuing to chant the Name all the other characteristics make their appearance. Therefore they are called marginal or accompanying. Though secondary to the principle characteristic, they will certainly appear in the body of a true Vaisnava or sadhu, as an effect of proper chanting of the Holy Name.
1.      A devotee is merciful (krpalu)
"He (the Vaisnava) is merciful because he is the well-wisher of all living entities. He is not only a well-wisher of human society, but a well-wisher of the animal society , as well. It is said here 'sarva dehinam\ which indicates all living entities who have accepted material bodies. Not only does the human being have a material body, but other living beings, such as cats and dogs, also have material bodies. The devotee of the Lord is merciful to everyone - the cats, dogs, trees, etc. He treats all living entities hi such a way that they can ultimately get salvation from this material entanglement."
( Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.25.51, purport )
2.      A devotee is humble (amanitvam)
Humility means that one should not be anxious to have the satisfaction ofbeing honored by others. Humility is not a superficial thing. It is deep, honest and natural and it comes when a conditioned soul sees his failure and unpretentiously begs Krsna for forgiveness and engagement in devotional service.
"One should chant the holy name, of the Lord in a humble state of mind, thinking oneself lower than the straw in the street. One should be more tolerant than a tree, devoid of all sense of false prestige and should be ready to offer all respects to others. In such a state of mind one can chant the holy name of the Lord constantly."
( Sri Sri Siksastaka - Verse 3 )
3.      A devotee is truthful (satya-sard)
The first truthfulness of a disciple is to keep his promise to avoid sinful acts and always chant sixteen rounds ofjapa on his beads everyday. Nor should a devotee engage in illegal activities. But one must be truthful in the ultimate sense, acting not for one's own interests but for Krsna's interest.
4.      A devotee is equal to everyone (sama)
A devotee sees the spirit soul and Supersoul in every living entities' heart. He treats every living entity according to their different positions in which ever way is best for their spiritual advancement.
5.      A devotee is faultless (nidosa)
A devotee who is surrendered in body, mind and words to Krsna and is always executing Krsna's will to the best of his ability is considered faultless.
The example is given that on the full moon there are some spots which may appear to bepockmarks. Still, the illumination spread by the full-moon cannot be checked. Similarly, a little fault in the midst of volumes of devotional service is not at all to be counted as a fault. Attachment for Krsna is transcendental bliss. Amidst unlimited volumes of transcendental bliss, a spot of some material defect cannot act in anyway.
6.      A devotee is magnanimous (vadanya)
A devotee is magnanimous because he knows that love of Krsna is the greatest of all things and he goes on distributing it without self-motivation and without being checked. Thus his magnanimity knows no bounds and that the good fortune of those receiving this gift is unparalleled.
"My obeisances unto Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is the most munificent incarnation, because He is giving freely what was never distributed before, pure love of God."
(Srila Rupa Gosvami)
7.      A devotee is mild (mrdu)
The devotee avoids chasing after illusory material happiness and its resultant suffering. He remains peaceful because he is satisfied in Krsna consciousness. That mildness comes not from timidity but from deep self satisfaction. Like the great ocean, he is pacified. Others get agitated and rant over worldly happenings, personal frustrations and misgivings, but the devotee depends upon Krsna and tries to carry out the Lord's order.
8.      A devotee is clean (sue/)
The Krsna consciousness movement is dedicated to making the world "revolutionary clean" through hygenic principles and even more importantly, by cleansing the heart with the chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.
"The principles of religion do not stand on some dogmas or man-made formulas, but they stand on four primary regulative observances, namely, austerity, cleanliness, mercy and truthfulness... cleanliness is necessary both for the mind and body. Simple bodily cleanliness may help to some extent, but cleanliness of the mind is necessary, and it is effected by glorifying the Supreme Lord. No one can cleanse the accumulated mental dust without glorifying the Supreme Lord. A godless civilization cannot cleanse the mind because it has no idea of God, and for this simple reason people under such a civilization cannot have good qualifications, however they may be materially equipped. "
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.17.25, purport)
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9.      A devotee is without material possession (aklncana)
The highest realization is to see everything as Krsna's. The daring, inspired and compassionate devotee however, is not satisfied to simply see that it belongs to Krsna, but he works to use all things in the service oftheLord- so that the whole world canbenefit. In such a spiritualized world, all the citizens would receive the blessings of Krsna, become peaceful and prosperous and after this life go back home, back to Godhead.
10.    A devotee performs welfare work for everyone (sarvopakaraka)
The devotee performs welfare work for everyone because Krsna consciousness applies to all of humanity and all species. It is not only for a certain race, nationality, or sex. It is for all living entities.
"It is the duty of every hving being to perform welfare activities for the benefit of others with his life, wealth, intelligence and words."
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.22.35)
11.    A devotee is peaceful (santa)
"Peaceful" does not refer to a physical idyllic setting that may in fact be shattered at any moment. Peaceful is the condition of the soul at peace with Krsna, and it is possible for the devotee who sees Krsna as everything. Realization that there is no existence besides Krsna is the platform of peace and fearlessness.
"A person hi full consciousness of Me, knowing Me to be the ultimate beneficiary of
all sacrifices and austerities, the Supreme Lord of all planets and demigods, and the benefactor and well-wisher of all living entities, attains peace from the pangs of material miseries."
(Bhagavad-gita 5.29)
12.    A devotee is surrendered to Krsna (krsnaika-sarana)
Surrender is not whimsical but authorized and scientific. If we practice, we learn how to surrender. A devotee engaged in a life of full surrender to Krsna has many things to do and does not waste a moment. His goal is to completely surrender to Krsna so that he can be rid of all material desires and serve Krsna more and more.
"Now I am confused about my duty and have lost all composure because of miserly weakness. In this condition I am asking You to tell me for certain what is best for me. Now I am Your disciple, and a soul surrendered unto You. Please instruct me. "
(Bhagavad-gita 2.7)
13.    A devotee is desireless (akama)
On attaining full devotional service a devotee finds that all his material desires have become satisfied by complete engagement in Krsna consciousness. He has no more material desires and only hankers to serve the spiritual master and Krsna.
14.    A devotee is indifferent to material acquisitions (anihd)
A devotee may use material things in the service of Krsna, but he doesn't become attached or dependant on them. He may serve Krsna with millions of dollars, construct buildings and profusely publish Krsna consciousness literatures; but even if he has nothing material to use, he can serve Krsna just by chanting Hare Krsna.
15.    A devotee is fixed (sthira)
"One who is equal to friends and enemies, who is equipoised in honour and dishonour, heat and cold, happiness and distress, fame and infamy, who is always free from contaminating association, always silent and satisfied with anything, who doesn't care for any residence, who is fixed in knowledge and who is engaged in devotional service - such a person is very dear to Me."
(Bhagavad-gita 12.18)
A devotee's realization of Krsna should be so deep that no allurement, distress or contradictory philosophy can sway his determination to execute the order of guru and Krsna.
16.    A devotee completely controls the six bad qualities (vijita-sad-gunā)
"There are three gates leading to this hell - lust, anger and greed. Every sane man should give these up, for they lead to the degradation of the soul."
(Bhagavad-gita 16.21)
The six bad qualities are: lust, anger, greed, illusion, madness and envy. A pure devotee controls these qualities by full engagement in the service of Krsna. Control of the senses is possible not by dry restraint or mechanical repression but by transcendental knowledge and transcendental taste.
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17.    A devotee eats only as much as required (mita bhuk)
"There is no possibility of one's becoming a yogi, O Arjuna, if one eats too much or eats too little, sleeps too much or does not sleep enough."
(Bhagavad-gita 6.16)
Srila Prabhupada said: 'Till one quarter of your stomach with water, half with food and the other quarter with air. DO NOT OVEREAT."
18.    A devotee is without inebriation (apramattā)
The devotee is not lopsided or intoxicated by material pleasure. He reduces his material needs to a simple level and patiently dedicates his life to the service of Krsna. His life is therefore the real example of moderation, balance and sanity.
19.    A devotee is respectful (manadā)
The devotee offers respect to others without expecting any respect in return. He respects that all living beings have been given their life by Krsna, and he knows that he has no right to take it away.
20.    A devotee is without false prestige (amani)
False prestige can be considered in two ways:
a. the objects of prestige are falsely prestigious, and, b. our claim to any prestigious object or position is false.
A devotee is free of both kinds of false prestige. He is not attracted to the glitter of desirable material possessions, and whatever is attractive he acknowledges as but a reflection of Krsna, the all-attractive cause of all causes.
21.    A devotee is grave (gambhird)
There are many light moments in Krsna consciousness, but for the conditioned soul to give up his material life and prepare himself to go back to Godhead is no joke. It is a very deep purpose. Gravity means to be always thinking of how to continue developing and intensifying our love for Krsna and His dear devotees.
22.    A devotee is compassionate (karuna)
The essence of compassion is preaching. But the force that drives the preaching is purity. Preaching rests on the sincere, pure hearts of the devotees.
23.    A devotee is a friend (maitra)
A devotee is a friend because he directs you to Krsna. Krsna is the best friend of all living entities.
24.    A devotee is a poet (kavf)
Aside frommaking poetic compositions, a devotee is a poet byhispoetic perception. He isnot dull. He tastes Krsna's presence in pure water and sees the sun as Krsna's eye. He uses language to describe God. He has in his mind's eye a vision of intense beauty, the transcendental form of Sri Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The devotee lives minute to minute in ever-fresh Krsna consciousness. He is a poet.
25.    A devotee is expert (daksa)
The ability to surrender and do the needful is the sign of an expert devotee.
26.    A devotee is silent (maunī)
A devotee never speaks nonsense; this is his silence. When he talks it is only in the glorification of the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna.
Assignment Questions:
2.1.   List ten qualities of a devotee that you feel you need to improve on and explain briefly the practical steps you would take to improve.
LESSON THREE ONE'S NATURAL POSITION : A DEVOTEE OF KRSNA
1. We are all infinitesimal parts and parcels of Sri Krsna. As our Krsna consciousness evolves we will naturally develop and manifest all divine qualities.
2.      The supreme process for developing such Krsna consciousness is the chanting of the Holy Names.
3.      Becoming a pure devotee is not a cheap thing. We must guard against imitation and strictly follow in the footsteps of Srila Prabhupada.
4.      The qualities of pure devotees like Srila Prabhupada are far beyond our present grasp.
However, in their compassion, Sri Krsna and the Vaisnavas have made both the principle and the process very clear and simple.
5.      How can we develop these qualities? Srila Rupa Goswami explains:
(a) be enthusiastic
(b) endeavour with confidence
(c) be patient
(d) act according to regulative principles (such as sravanam, kirtanam, visnoh smaranam - hearing, chanting and remembering Krsna)
(e) abandon the association of nondevotees
(0 follow in the footsteps of the previous acaryas
(Nectar of Instruction, Text 3)
7.       Srila Prabhupada, being as practical as he is compassionate, has provided a very clear and simple check list by which we can assess our progress in Krsna consciousness. Please read Bhagavad-gita Chapter 13, Verses 8-12.
8.      The process for developing our Krsna consciousness is profoundly simple and straight forward. If we sincerely take shelter at the lotus feet of the Vaisnavas, and intensely desire to achieve the goal, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu will undoubtedly shower His mercy upon us.
9.      All the divine qualities are there in the spirit soul. Therefore as we come closer to our spiritual identity, these qualities naturally become manifest.
THE DRESS OF A VAISNAVA
"Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said. 'A first class Vaisnava is he whose very presence makes others chant the Holy Name of Krsna.' "
(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta hiadhya-lila 16.74)
The Importance of Proper Vaisnava Attire
There should be no compromise in our Vaisnava appearance. We are representatives of Srila Prabhupada. We should aim to be first class representatives. We need to be aware of the bona fide standard of appearance, maintain it and preach it. In the age of Kali deviations easily become the standard. We should be alert to this. Proper Vaisnava dress helps us maintain proper consciousness regarding our identity and responsibility in service to Srila Prabhupada and the Vaisnavas. Vaisnava appearance is attractive and will facilitate our preaching. The first impression, which is most often formed from visual stimuli, is the most long-standing. Just by seeing a Vaisnava the conditioned soul is purified.
A devotee's clothing must be simple, clean and distinctive so as to remind people of Krsna:
1.      For both men and women, clothing should be simple and chaste and not fashionable and opulent. Yet the clothes must be neat and presentable. Unnecessary items like perfumes and various forms of cosmetics and make-up should be avoided.
2.      Devotees should not wear expensive and flashy looking jewellery, wrist watches etc.
3.      Devotees should avoid using any items made of leather, knowing them to be the result of animal slaughter. Unless unavoidable in one's service, one should refrain from wearing leather shoes, belts etc.
4.      Kanthi-mala : All devotees should wear kanthi-mala (tulasi neck beads). The mala should be clearly visible. Persons who are not following the basic principles, particularly chanting the holy name and the four regulative principles should not wear kanthi-mala.
5.      When coming to the Temple, men should dress in dhoti and kurta and women should wear a sari (head may preferably be covered in the presence of men).
Srila Prabhupada
"Srila Prabhupada was dressed appropriately for a resident of Vrndavana. He wore kanthi-mala (neck beads) and a simple cotton dhoti, and carrieājapa-mala (chanting beads) and an old chadar, or shawl. His complexion was golden, his head shaven, sikha in the back, his forehead decorated with the whitish Vaisnava tilaka. He wore pointed white slippers, not uncommon for sadhus in India. But who in New York had ever seen or dreamed of anyone appearing like this Vaisnava? He was possibly the first Vaisnava sannyasi to arrive hi New York with uncompromised appearance. Of course, New Yorkers have an expertise in not giving much attention to any kind of strange new arrival."
(Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta, Vol 2, pg 7)
There was once a factory in India where all the workers were mostly Vaisnavas. The Vaisnavas had freedom, therefore to wear their Vaisnava tilaka to work, and they also displayed other Vaisnava paraphernalia. But after some tune the factory went into new management and then the proprietor was a Muslim. On taking over the business, the Muslim owner declared that he would not allow the workers to come to work anymore wearing Vaisnava tilaka. Most of the workers obeyed and on the given date announced by the owner, they appeared at the factory without their tilaka. One employee, however, thought that he would take his chances and depend on Krsna. So he went to work wearing very clear, white Vaisnava tilaka. After seeing all the workers assembled, the new Muslim proprietor said, "This one devotee who has worn Vaisnava tilaka is very courageous. He may be permitted to continue wearing tilaka to work. But all others are forbidden to wear it anymore."
In this way, Srila Prabhupada encouraged the devotees to not unnecessarily abandon the markings of a Vaisnava. Where situations forbid it, Srila Prabhupada said it was not absolutely necessary to wear tilaka, although a devotee should at least put water tilaka on his body with the name of Visnu. But if the paraphernalia is permitted, then a devotee should not unnecessarily do away with the dress or beads of a Vaisnava. This story has obvious modern day application. In 1966 Srila Prabhupada was pleased when Rupanuga and Satsvarupa persisted in wearing Vaisnava tilaka to their jobs with the NYC Dept. of Welfare. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakur also desired that one day the high court judges may wear tilaka, and this would be a symbol of successful influence of Krsna consciousness in the world. Even in job situations where wearing tilaka is not permissible, a devotee should try in different ways to remember Krsna while at work. The story told by Srila Prabhupada about the man who insisted on wearing tilaka to his job may remain an inspiration to all devotees who go to places of employment controlled by the karmis. Somehow or other, we must remain as devotees.
(Srila Prabhupada Nectar, Vol 3)
Assignment Questions:
3.1.
How can Vaisnava qualities be developed?
3.2.
Discuss the importance of proper Vaisnava attire.
3.3. List three of the items a devotee should avoid wearing and explain why.

LESSON FOUR VAISNAVA APARADHA
"In Krsna consciousness every man is so important because all the activities of a devotee of Lord Krsna are beneficial to all living entities."
[Srila Prabhupada's letter to Sivananda 15/6/69]
The Greatness of a Vaisnava Quotes from Hari Bhakti Vilasa
1.       Devotees of Hari are very rare in the age of Kali. The position of the devotee is more elevated than the position of Lord Brahma and Lord Siva.
2.      The presence of a devotee at the time of death elevates even the killer of a brahmana to the spiritual sky.
3. If a dog-eater becomes a Vaisnava then he becomes more elevated than a brahmana, and if a sannyasi is devoid of devotion to Visnu then he is considered to be more degraded than a dog-eater.
4.      Even at a time of total annihilation the devotees of Visnu do not fall down. Therefore, Sri Hari is known everywhere as infallible, all pervasive, and inexhaustible. There is no need to fear a devotee. A devotee never inflicts pain on anyone.
5.      Those who worship the Supreme Personality of Godhead, SriHari, are the best of all people and no one is better than them in the three worlds.
6.      Those sinless, magnanimous Vaisnavas purify the entire creation. Therefore they are even better than places of pilgrimage.
7.      Those who claim to be My devotees are not actually My devotees. Those who are devotees of My devotees are My real devotees.
8.      My devotees who are surrendered unto Me and free from attachment, disgust, envy and pride, sing My glories all the time. They never cause any harm to anyone. They are always engaged in worshipping My devotees and eager to hear about Me. They are the ones who always carry Me in their hearts.
Blasphemy of a Vaisnava
"You are always alert to see whether you are committing some offense. This is a very nice attitude. In rendering service to Lord Krsna and His representative, the spiritual master, we should always maintain this fearful attitude which means careful attention. This attitude will advance you progressively in Krsna consciousness."
[Srila Prabhupada's letter to Gopal Krishna (21/4/70)]
Quotes from Hari Bhakti Vilasa
1.      When one blasphemes a Vaisnava he loses his religiosity, wealth, fame and children.
2.      If one beats a Vaisnava, blasphemes a Vaisnava, shows disrespect to a Vaisnava, gets angry at a Vaisnava or does not express joy in seeing a Vaisnava, he goes to hell.
Four Kinds of Blasphemy to a Vaisnava
1.      To find fault with a Vaisnava for his apparent low birth.
2.      To blaspheme him for his previous faults.
3.      To blaspheme him for his accidental faults.
4.      To blaspheme him for the faults that are almost rectified.
(from Harinama Cintamani)
What to do if one commits Vaisnava Aparadha
"Being overcome with the material modes, if one commits the offense of blasphemy to a devotee, one should sincerely feel repentant, and cry at the feet of that devotee for mercy and forgiveness. The devotee who is by nature very merciful, will forgive the offender."
(Harinama Cintamani)
.* Offering Praise to a Vaisnava
"This is actually a devotee's business that everyone should appreciate the value of other devotees. Nobody should criticise anyone."
[Srila Prabhupada Letter to Tamal Krsna (19/8/68)]
"Mow that you have come to my house today, I have become glorified and my life has become completely successful. To be able to see a Vaisnava is as rare as the good fortune of seeing Sri Hari. I must have acquired immense piety, huge as the Meru mountain. That is why I got to see a great Vaisnava like you."
(Hari Bhakti Vilasa )
Assignment Questions:
4.1.
Explain two items which you feel reveals the greatness of a Vaisnava.
4.2.
List four kinds of blasphemy to a Vaisnava
4.3. How can one be forgiven if one has committed an offence?
LESSON FIVE ETIQUETTE IN PUBLIC
yadyad acarati sresthas
tat tad evetaro janah sayatpramanam kurute
lokos tad anuvartate
"Whatever action is performed by a great man, common men follow in Ms footsteps. And whatever standards he sets by exemplary acts, all the world pursues."
(Bhagavad-gita 3.21)
1.      Always remember that you are representing Srila Prabhupada. Srila Prabhupada never compromised the Absolute Truth.   However, he was always the perfect gentleman. This is Krsna consciousness.
2.      While dealing with people we have to sacrifice our false ego. We must train ourselves not to be concerned with the subtle interaction of the three modes of material nature.
3.      We need to develop single-minded determination to think, speak and act as Srila Prabhupada wants us. This is Krsna consciousness.
4.      It is imperative that we remember, by constant practice, that everyone is a part and parcel of Sri Krsna. Our only business is to reawaken their consciousness to spiritual reality.
5.      Always remember that everyone - including Sri Krsna - is watching you.
6.      Sankirtana is the most effective method to awaken Krsna consciousness. A devotee should be very concerned to distribute Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu's mercy. This should be the essence of all our dealings.
7.      Never lose your temper in public. Humility and tolerance will always win over anger and frustration.
8.      Don't eat in public or sit in public places for discussion or relaxation.
Quotes from Srila Prabhupada
"Actually, what is our aun? Our aun is to create men of ideal character. And if our men are distributing books on this account, they are doing the best service to society. What we are doing, that they must see — their sacrifice, what is behind their hie, how they are living, how they have sacrificed everything for the welfare of society."
[Srila Prabhupada's letter to Sri Govinda (12/6/74)]
Touching feet
"You do not allow anyone to touch your feet — but if they want to insist on touching your feet and there is no other way to avoid it, you can simply remember your predecessor acaryas and spiritual masters and accept them and return namaskara with folded hands. That is the Vaisnava etiquette."
[Srila Prabhupada's letter to Acyutananda (11/3/70)]
CORRECTING OTHERS
"Devotee means he is able to tolerate all kinds of discomfort and whims of the material nature, and because he is too much absorbed in serving Krsna he takes no time to become angry or take offense with others or find out some fault. Devotee means very liberal and kind to everyone, always gentleman under all kinds of conditions of life."
[Srila Prabhupada's letter to Hansadutta (10/12/74)]
1.      There is a difference between criticism and correction. A   devotee realizes that criticizing a Vaisnava pollutes the heart and impedes spiritual advancement.
2.      To correct a devotee one must be:-
(a) non-envious
(b) desirous to practically assist the devotee in his Krsna consciousness.
(c) in a position spiritually or managerial which justifies and/or necessitates such intervention.
OR be personally requested by the devotee to help him in his difficulty.
3.      The devotee offering correction must be practicing what he preaches.
4.       Methods of Correction:
(a) Correct by personal example and association.
(b) Guide the devotee to the shelter of a more advanced devotee.
(c) A junior devotee should not personally attempt to correct another devotee. He should reveal his heart to a senior devotee whom he feels at ease with and seek his assistance/ advice to adjust the situation.
5.      Harsh words and actions have no place in correcting a sincere devotee. He wants to destroy the ignorance in the heart of a devotee - not the devotee himself
6.       If there is some sincere and honest criticism offered, we should be grateful, not upset. To react negatively to well-intentioned correction is to manifest false ego.
7.      An advanced Vaisnava will see each and every correction offered as the mercy of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu.
8.      Prevention is better than cure. If all devotees take up the responsibility to develop proper awareness in their devotional behaviour the need for correction will be minimized.
Assignment Questions:
5.1.
Mention five reasons why one must practice proper etiquette in public.
5.2.
What are the qualifications of a devotee who is in a position to correct others?
5.3.
What are the methods of correction?
LESSON SIX ASSOCIATION
Association with non-devotees is bound to produce disrespect for devotees (sadhu ninda), therefore the devotee is careful to avoid such association. Materialistic association or asatsanga is of two types: association with women and association with those devoid of devotion to the Lord.
Association with women is of three types : Associating with one's wife not according to Vedic tradition, associating with women outside of marriage for the purpose of engaging in illicit activities, associating with men too attached to women. Association with one's wife which is not authorized by scripture means association within marriage where one is controlled by one's wife. Thus, only if one is married according to prescribed rules and is following the rules for married life, in which the wife is submissive to the husband and the husband acts as a sadhu, is the association considered bona fide. Other types of association are considered asat.
Association with those devoid of devotion to the Lord is of three types: association with mayavadis, association with pretenders, and association with atheists. Mayavadis believe that the Lord and they/vets are both temporary entities, and that the the Lord's murti form is material. The pretenders, though without genuine devotion or renunciation, pretend to be devotees to make a living. The atheists do not believe in any form of God. Now these people may claim to be devotees, and may be accepted by the public as such, but if one rejects such people it is not considered an offence (sadhu mnda).
Furthermore, one who criticizes a person who gives up these asat people should also be rejected and avoided. Therefore, the serious devotee giving up asat sanga (which will not cause sadhu nindd) and exclusively taking shelter of the Holy name, will certainly receive the treasure ofprema. It maybe observed that in order to proceed properly to prema, one must be able to distinguish the devotee from the non-devotee. For one must avoid the aparadha of criticizing the devotee and seekhis association, and simultaneously reject the non-devotee completely. One must furthermore be able to distinguish the types of Vaisnavas according to then" spiritual advancement.
(Harinam Cintamani)
In the Srimad Bhagavatam, Narada Muni explains how a devotee should relate to others according to their different levels :
TRANSLATION
Every man should act like this: when he meets a person more qualified than himself, he should be very pleased; when he meets someone less qualified than himself, he should be compassionate toward him; and when he meets someone equal to himself, he should make friendship with him. In this way one is never affected by the threefold miseries of this material world.
PURPORT
Generally, when we find someone more qualified than ourselves, we become envious of him; when we find someone less qualified, we deride him; and when we find someone equal we become very proud of our activities. These are the causes of all material tribulations. The great sage Narada therefore advised that a devotee should act perfectly. Instead of being envious of a more qualified man, one should be jolly to receive him. Instead of being oppressive to a less qualified man, one should be compassionate toward him just to raise him to the proper standard. And when one meets an equal, instead of being proud of one's own activities before him, one should treat him as a friend. One should also have compassion for people in general, who are suffering due to forgetfulness of Krsna. These important functions will make one happy within this material world.
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 4.8.34 and purport)
Associating with devotees
"The root cause of devotional sevice to Lord Krsna is association with advanced devotees. Even when one's dormant love for Krsna awakens, association with devotees is still most essential."
(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya-lila 22.83)
1.      Devotees should call each other Prabhu, meaning "master". One should not however
become Prabhu because we are being so addressed. One should simply remain as a servant and accept others as Prabhu.
2.      We must never allow familiarity to enter into the relations between devotees. Dealings between devotees should be respectful and without offence and duplicity.
3.      One should not praise oneself or boast about one's achievements to other devotees. One should know however, that actually one has no qualifications. Whatever we are able to do is due to the mercy of Srila Prabhupada and the Vaisnavas.
4.      If a devotee is undergoing some distress on account of illness or bereavement in the family etc. one must help in word and deed. The bond between devotees will be tested in time of difficulty. We cannot ignore such developments as being material.
5.      If a devotee has strayed away from devotional service and has not been in the association of devotees for a considerable period, he or she must not be reprimanded for being in maya in such a way that will push him or her further away from the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada and Krsna. One must offer love, encouragement and friendship and make him feel once again at home in the company of devotees.
6.      Srila Rupa Goswami explains in his Nectar of Instruction (Text 4) the six ways of loving exchanges between devotees:
a) offerings gifts in charity
b) accepting gifts in charity
c) revealing one's mind in confidence
d) inquiring confidentially
e) accepting prasadam
f) offering prasadam
7.      A woman should be given all respect, particularly if she is a Vaisnava, and should be addressed as mataji.
Dealing with guests and non-devotees
1.      When guests come to our home or our Temple, it is the Vaisnava etiquette to treat them with respect and love. They should be welcomed with sweet words, a sitting place, water and prasadam according to our means.
2.      Two categories of non-devotees :
- To the innocent we should be the wellwisher. We should try to enlighten them and give them the association of Srila Prabhupada (through his books and instuctions). We should however, not take their association by engaging in activities that give them pleasure in hie i.e. materialistic activities.
- As regards the atheistic and envious, we should avoid them. It is an offense against the holy name to preach to such people.
3.      If superior relatives (who are non-devotees) are speaking something against the
principles of Srila Prabhupada, one should carry out the instuction of Srila Prabhupada but yet be respectful towards the relatives.
4.      If one encounters a person who is criticising Srila Prabhupada, the Vaisnavas or sastra, then one must immediately either soundly defeat him hi argument or leave the place. Hearing such offences is one of the greatest obstacles to one's spiritual development.
THE DIFFERENT LEVELS OF DEVOTEES
The various levels of devotees are described in the Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya-lila 22.64-74 :
A faithful devotee is a truly eligible candidate for the loving service of the Lord. According to one's faith, one is classified as topmost devotee, an intermediate devotee or a neophyte devotee.
Topmost devotee (Uttama-adhikarī):
One who is expert in logic, argument and the revealed scriptures and who has firm faith in Krsna is classified as a topmost devotee. He can deliver the whole world.
intermediate devotee (Madhyama-adhikari):
One who is not very expert in logic and understanding of revealed scriptures, and who always has firm conviction and deep faith that is not blind, is to be considered most fortunate. He does not know scriptural argument very well but who has firm faith is called an intermediate or second class devotee.
Neophyte devotee (Kanistha-adhikari):
One whose faith is soft and pliable is called a neophyte, but by gradually following the process he will rise to a platform of a first-class devotee. One whose faith is not very strong, who is just beginning, should be considered a neophyte devotee.
A devotee is considered superlative and superior according to his attachment and love. In the Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.2.45-47), the following symptoms have been ascertained:
A person advanced in devotional service sees within everything the soul of souls, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna. Consequently he always sees the form of the Supreme Lord as the cause of all causes and understands that all things are situated in Him. An intermediate, second class devotee shows love for the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is friendly to all devotees and is very merciful to neophytes and ignorant people. The intermediate devotee neglects those who are envious of devotional service. A prakrta, or materialistic devotee does not purposefully study the scripture and try to understand the actual standard of pure devotional service. Consequently he does not show proper respect to advanced devotees. He may, however, follow the regulative principles learned from his spiritual master or from his family who worships the Deity. He is to be considered to be on the material platform, although he is trying to advance in devotional service. Such a person is bhakta-£>ravfl(neophyte devotee), or a bhaktabhasa, for he is little enlightened by Vaisnava philosophy.
Quotes from Srila Prabhupada
" A devotee — one who is humble — doesn't fault-find."
"So in your letter you are not finding fault with anyone. So you are good Vaisnava. You do not find fault with anyone. This is the qualification. We should always think ourselves humble and meek. This you must know. So we all have to cooperate amongst ourselves, otherwise what will people think if we ourselves fight with one another? A devotee is always ideal in behaviour."
[Letter to Patita Uddharan (12/12/74)]
"This is called Vaikuntha attitude. In the Vaikuntha factually there is no fault in anyone, but there is another type of competition. The competition is that one devotee thinks of other devotees how nicely they are serving the Lord. In the material world the attitude is that everyone likes to think that I am doing better than others. This is material conception. In the Spiritual Sky it is just the opposite: Everyone thinks that my contemporary devotees are doing better than me. We are trained to address Godbrothers as Prabhu, which means Master. This means we shall try to find out always the serving side of our Godbrothers. Sometimes there are misgivings, but we should try to overlook."
[Letter to Brahmananda (15/11/69)]
"I have received one complaint from an Indian devotee at Mayapura, Prabharupa dasa brahmacari, that he is maltreated by our American devotees. Kindly inquire into this matter and do the needful. Either Indian or foreign whoever joins us they are not under any obligation, our only tie is love of Godhead. It should be our definite policy that nobody is ill-treated that he may go away. We recruit a person to join us after spending gallons of blood. Everyone comes for reformation, you cannot expect everyone to be perfect, rather it is our duty to make everyone perfect as far as possible. So we shall be very much cautious and careful in this connection."
[Letter to Tamal Krsna (23/8/73)]
(Devotee misbehaviour) "Kindly observe the regulative principles, chanting 16 rounds regularly and see that all your other assistants are doing the same. If someone is lacking, try to induce him peacefully."
[Letter to Upendra (18/8/70)]
Assignment Questions:
6.1.    Materialistic association (asat sanga) is of two types. State them and discuss three examples of each type.
6.2.    Narada Muni advises how one should act perfectly in regards to interaction amongst devotees. Please explain briefly.
6.3.    In what consciousness must one be in whilst being addressed as Prabhu and whilst adressing others as Prabhul
6.4.    State the six loving exchanges between devotees as described by Srila Rupa Goswami.
6.5.    The Caitanya-caritamrta and Srimad-Bhagavatam describe three levels of devotees. Explain the different levels.
LESSON SEVEN TEMPLE ROOM ETIQUETTE
Temple room etiquette is described in detail by Srila Prabhupada in Ms Nectar of Devotion :
1.         One should accept flowers and garlands that have been offered to the Deity and spiritual master and place them on one's body.
2.         One should learn to dance before the Deity.
3.         One should learn to bow down immediately upon seeing the Deity or the spiritual master.
4.        When the Deity is being borne for a stroll in the street, a devotee should immediately follow the procession.
5.        One must circumambulate the temple building at least three tunes.
6.         One must worship the Deity in the temple according to the regulative principles, (offering arati and foodstuffs, decorating the Deity, etc.).
7.
One must render personal service to the Deities.
8.
One must sing, chant, offer prayers, recite notable prayers and perform sankirtana.
9.
One must taste maha-prasada (food from the very plate offered before the Deities).
10.
One must drink caranamrta (water from the bathing of the Deities).
11.
One must smell the flowers and incense offered to the Deities.
12.
One must touch the lotus feet of the Deity.
13.
One must see the Deity with great devotion.
14.       One must regularly hear about the Lord and His pastimes from Bhagavad-gita, Srimad Bhagavatam, Sri Caitanya-caritamrta and similar books.
15.       One must pray to the Deity for His mercy.
16.       One should remember and meditate upon the Deity.
17.       One should render service, taking all kinds of risks and perform all endeavours for Krsna's benefit.
18.       One must offer everything to the Lord.
19.       One should pour water on the tulasi tree.
20.
One should associate with devotees who are considered more advanced.
21.
One should not enter the temple with shoes.
22.
One should not enter the temple without having washed one's hand and feet after eating.
23.
One should not bow down on one hand.
24.
One should not circumambulate in front of Sri Krsna.
25.
One should not spread one's legs before the Deity.
26.
One should not sit before the Deity holding the ankles, elbows or knees with one's hands.
27.
One should not lie down before the Deity.
28.
One should not accept prasadam before the Deity.
29.
One should not speak a lie before the Deity.
30.
One should not talk very loudly before the Deity
31.
One should not talk with others before the Deity.
32.
One should not cry or howl before the Deity.
33.
One should not quarrel, fight or chastise anyone before the   Deity.
34.
One should not wear a fur blanket before the Deity.
35.
One should not praise anyone else before the Deity.
36.
One should not sit with one's back towards the Deity.
37.
One should not offer obeisances silently to the spiritual master or in other words one

should recite aloud the prayers to the spiritual master while offering obeisances.
38.
One should not fail to offer some praise in the presence of the spiritual master.
39.
One should not praise himself before the spiritual master.
40.
One should not deride the demigods before the Deity.

( Nectar of Devotion, Chapters Six & Kight )
Meditating upon the Deity
1. After having offered obeisances to the Deities, one should take darshan with great devotion and beg for Their mercy.
2.      One should not immediately look upon the Deities full in the face. The proper manner in which one should take darshan is described in Srimad-Bhagavatam:
"The process of meditation should begin from the lotus feet of the Lord and progress to His smiling face. The meditation should be concentrated upon the lotus feet then the calves, then the thighs and in this way higher and higher. The more the mind becomes fixed upon the different parts of the limbs one after another, the more the intelligence becomes purified."
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 2.2.13)
3.      The darshan should begin as we face the Deities, from the left hand cprner move progressively, Deity by Deity, to the right hand corner.
KIRTANA ETIQUETTE
"Regarding your question about the dancing, the dancing should be done enthusiastically by raising the hands like Panca-tattva. You can also dance enthusiastically by raising hands. All of Lord Caitanya's followers used to dance with raised hands. If someone dances with ecstacy, that is all right, but it is better to dance with raised hands."
[Srila Prabhupada's letter to Kirtanananda (10/11/74)]
1.      Kirtana means glorification of Sri Hari by means of singing.
(When only one devotee sings, it is bhajan.}
2.
Glorify Sri Krsna, not yourself.
3.
Sing with sincere devotion for pleasure of Sri Krsna and His devotees.
4.
When singing in a group, one or two persons should sing and the others follow.
5. The instruments that Srila Prabhupada instructed for accompaning kirtana were karatalas, mrdanga and whompers). He did not approve of the harmonium for kirtana, but accepted it for bhajana. The instruments, especially the whompers, should not drown out the Holy Name or cause pain to the ears. The instruments should follow the kirtana leader.
6.      Use simple melody and preferably the appropriate melody (raga) for the day.
7.      Don't think that you are the best singer and that therefore you should lead. Vaisnavas are by nature humble. They naturally want to follow, not lead. However, if they are requestec to lead by the Vaisnavas, then they are happy to serve.
SERVING AND HONOURING PRASADAM
"I like this idea very much. Our chanting is the medicine and   our prasadam is the diet for curing material disease."
[Srila Prabhupada's letter to Dayananda (10/3/68)] How to Honour Prasadam
"When a devotee distributes prasadam, remnants of food offered to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, in order to maintain our spirit of devotional service we must accept this prasadam as the Lord's grace received through the pure devotees."
-»
(Nectar of Instruction Text 4, purport)
1.      One should only eat prasadam.
2.      Ideally one should eat food that is
a) cooked by devotees
b) offered to the Lord by devotees
c) served by devotees
3.       Remember that Krsna prasadam is non-different from Krsna.   Recite the 'sanra avidya-jar prayer to remember that, (see Appendix)
4.      Use the right hand to eat and drink.
5.      Meditate how Krsna tasted the offering. (One can also meditate on Krsna's mercy in providing prasadam and the prasadam pastimes of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu and Lord Krsna.)
6.      Do not talk while honouring prasadam (besides glorifying Krsna and His prasadam) 

7.       Do not throw prasadam. Never touch prasadam with your feet.
8.      Wash hands, feet and mouth before and after eating. At least wash your hands.  In the Western countries it may be difficult to wash your feet. But when in India, you should wash both your hands and feet before and after taking prasadam.
9.      Drink a glass of water one hour before eating. For some time after eating, don't drink. If you at all have to drink, drink something hot.
How to Serve Prasadam
"We should never waste Krs&a prasadam. Best thing is to cook only what is required and the give each person what he wants. That is Vedic system, that the people sit in rows behind their plates and the servers pass down the rows and put a very small portion of each foodstuff on each plate. Unless there is some objection by a person, then nothing is given. Then if anyone wants more, the servers pass up and down the rows continually and give more, if anyone requests. In this way nothing is wasted and everyone is satisfied."
[Srila Prabhupada's letter to Kirtiraja das]
1.      Everyone should be invited to sit, wA prasadam should be served by qualified devotees.
2.      Those who are serving should be very clean, peaceful and satisfied. They should eat before serving, if necessary. They should try not to speak while serving.
3.      Serve just the right amount so that nothing is wasted.
4.      Householders should serve the guests. Seniors, elders and children should be served first.
5.      Place salt and lemon on each plate before those to be served are seated. A green chilli may also be offered.
6.      Always serve water first.
7.      Prasadam should be served in the following order:
First bitter preparations like sukta and bitter melon
Then spinach and other astringent items
Fried preparations and dahl
,,
Various spicy vegetables
Sour items
Sweet preparations
Rice and capatis are staple foods and should be on the plate.
8.      Go around serving seconds until everyone is satisfied. Don't be stingy - don't hold anything back because you want to take it later. Prasadam is meant for distribution.
9.      Do not touch plates with the serving spoon. Touching the plate contaminates the spoon. If a spoon becomes contaminated, you should wash it.
10.    Don't let your fingers touch any of the preparations, even water. Salt should never be served by hand, use a spoon.
11.    Never touch prasadam with your feet or step over it.
12.    Serve the prasadam from serving buckets.
13.    Don't drag buckets along the floor or make clanging noises with pot handles or utensils. Serve quietly.
14.    After everyone has finished honouring prasadam, clean the place immediately.
Story of Prabhupada's visit (along with some disciples) at the asrama of Puri Maharaja in Visakhapatnam (Srila Prabhupada-lilamrta):
Prabhupada's godbrother Ananda was eager to cook and serve not only Srila Prabhupada, but all of his disciples. Ananda was elderly, yet he took the position of always offering menial service. Although he spoke very little English, Prabhupada's disciples could perceive the affection of Ananda and Srila Prabhupada for each other. Ananda's communication with Srila Prabhupada's disciples was particularly manifest through his cooking and sewing ofprasadam ...
Each morning everyone would gather on the verandah outside Srila Prabhupada's quarters, the men sitting on one side, the ladies on the other. Down the center aisle, Ananda would walk briskly, distributing prasadam, while Srila Prabhupada sat at one end in a wooden chair, fingering htsjapa beads and observing the devotees take prasadam. Srila Prabhupada had supplied money to the asrama and Ananda was regularly cooking sumptuous feasts: deep-fried chunks of potatoes in powdered spices, rice, yogurt, dal, three different types of subjis, fresh fries, chutney, malpura, rajkeli, sanidesa, ksira - and everything cooked to a nectarean standard of excellence.
Srila Prabhupada would sit at the head of the two rows and encourage them to lake prasadaw: "Give him more!" Prabhupada would praise Ananda's cooking, smiling with pleasure to see his disciples accept prasadam. The devotees would finish, having been induced to eat as much as they possibly could, and Srila Prabhupada would say aloud the prema-dhvani prayers. 'Ilien all the devotees would shout in response, "Jaya!"
After one such feast, Prabhupada called the devotees into his room and remarked, "See how he is cooking. He cooks everything, he serves it, and then he doesn't eat until everyone is fully satisfied. This is Vaisnava, how he should act. He is more satisfied to serve than to enjoy himself."
Assignment Questions:
7.1.
Describe the procedure to be followed whilst taking darshan of the Deity.
7.2.
What is meant by kirtanal In what mood should it be performed?
7.3.
List the order in which prasadam should be served.
