(10) Aśvattha, Tulasī, Dhātrī, Go, Brāhmaņa, Vaişņava-sammānam
Offering respects to the Aśvattha tree,
Tulasī, the Āmalakī tree, the cows, brāhmaņas, and Vaişņavas
The sins of men are destroyed by worshiping, meditating upon and offering obeisances to the Aśvattha or Pīpala tree, tulasī, the Myrobalan tree, cows, the brāhmaņas, and the Vaişņavas. This is confirmed in Bhakti'rasāmŗta'sindhu (1.2.110), quoting from the Skanda Purāņa:
aśvattha tulasī-dhātrī-go-bhūmi-sura vaişņavah 
pūjitāh praņatāh dhyātāh kşapayanti nŗņām agham
Those who are eligible for the practice of vaidhī'bhakti, while residing in this material world, are obliged to various living enti​ties for the maintenance of their livelihood. They are obliged to trees which provide shade like the Pīpala tree, to trees which provide fruits like the Āmalakī (Myrobalan tree), to trees which are worthy of worship like tulasī, to beneficial animals like the cow, to the brāhmaņas who give instructions on religious princi​ples and preserve the integrity of society, and to the Vaişņavas who are devotees of the Lord. They should worship, meditate upon and offer respect to all of these. By such activities they can protect their existence.
Aśvattha trees (the Plpala tree)
In the Bhagavad'Gītā (10.26), Srī Bhagavān has declared the Pīpala tree to be a manifestation of His splendor or opulence {vibhuti): aśvattha sarva vŗkşāņām—"Of trees, I am the Pīpala tree."
Tulasī
Śrī Bhagavān does not accept grains, water or any other food items if they are not offered with tulasī leaves. Simply by offering a tulasī leaf and a palmful of water, the Lord becomes so pleased that He sells Himself unto the hands of the devotee. This is stat​ed in the Hari-bhakti-Vilāsa (11.261) quoting from the Gautamīya Tantra:
tulasī dala mātreņa jalasya culukena vā vikrīņīte 
svamātmānam bhaktebhyo bhakta vatsalah
In the Bhakti'rasāmŗta'sindhu (1.2.204) there is the follow​ing quote from the Skanda Purāņa regarding the service of śrī tulasī:
dŗşţā spŗşţā tathā dhyātā kīrtitā namitā śrutā 
ropitā sevitā nityam pūjitā tulasī śubhā
"One should serve tulasī in nine ways—by seeing, touching, meditating on, offering obeisances to, performing kīrtana to, hearing the glories of, planting, watering, and offering worship to."
In Hari-bhakti-vilāsa (9.104) it is stated:
yā dŗşţā nikhilāgha sańgha śamanī, spŗşţā vapuh pāvanī
rogāņām abhivanditā nirasanī siktāntaka trāsinī
pratyāsatti vidhāyinī bhagavatah kŗşņasya samropitā
nyastā taC'Caraņe vimukti phaladā tasyai śrī tulasyai namah
"O Tulasī, I offer my respectful obeisances unto you. Simply by seeing you, all sins are destroyed. Simply by touching you, one's body is purified. By offering obeisances unto you all diseases are driven away. By offering water unto you, the fear of death is dis​pelled. By planting you, one obtains proximity to the Lord. By offering you unto the lotus feet of Śrī Kŗşņa, one obtains a spe​cial type of mukti or the rare fruit of prema'bhakti."
In the śāstras various mantras have been given to bathe tulasī, to pick her leaves, to circumambulate her and to offer obeisances unto her.
Śri tulasi snāna-mantra (mantra for bathing tulasi)
govinda vallabhām devīm bhakti caitanya kāriņīm 
snāpayāmi jagad dhātrīm vişņu bhakti pradāyinām
"O Devi, beloved of Govinda, you awaken the consciousness toward the service of the Lord and bestow kŗşņa'bhakti. I bathe you, O Tulasi, who are the mother of the universe." (This mantra should be uttered while offering water to śrī tulasl.)
Sri Tulasi cayana-mantra (mantra for picking tulasi leaves)
tulasyamŗta janmāsi sadā tvam keśava priyā 
keśavārthe vicinvāmi varadā bhava śobhane
"O Tulasī of effulgent beauty! You have been produced from amŗta or nectar during the churning of the milk ocean. You are always dear to Lord Keśava. I pick your leaves only for the wor​ship of Sri Kŗşņa. May you bestow upon me the benediction that my worship of Kŗşņa will obtain success." {Hari'bhakti'Vilāsa 7.347, quoted from the Skanda Purāņa). This mantra should be uttered while picking the leaves of śrī tulasī.
Śri Tulasi pradakşiņā-mantra (mantra for circumambulating tulasi)
yāni kāni ca pāpāni brahma hatyādikāni ca 
tat sarvam vilayam yāti tulasi!i





























































































































 tvatpradakşiņāt
"O Tulasī Devi! By circumambulating you, all types of sins are driven away including the killing of a brāhmaņa. (Hari'bhakti' vilāsa 12.19) One should recite this mantra while circumambu​lating tulasī four times."
Śrī TulasI praņāma-mantra
(mantra for offering obeisances unto tulasl)
vŗndāyai tulasī devyai priyāyai keśavasya ca 
kŗşņa bhakti prade devi! satyavatyai namo namah
"O Vŗnda Devi, O Tulasl Devi! You are very dear to Lord Keśava. O Devi Satyavati! You bestow kŗşņa'bhakti. I offer repeated obeisances unto you."
Āmalakī trees (the Myrobalan tree)
In the Hari-bhakti-Vilāsa (9.229), quoting from the Skanda Purāņa the glories of the Myrobalan tree are described in the fol​lowing statement of Srī Brahma to Srī Nārada:
dhātrīcchāyām samāśritya
yo 'rcayec cakrapāņinam
puşpe puşpe 'śvamedhasya
phalam prāpnoti mānavah
"One who worships Śrī Bhagavān, who bears the discus in His hand, beneath the shade of a Myrobalan tree obtains the results of performing the aśvamedha'yajña with each flower offered to the Lord." 
