BSST ir pamokslavimas Vakaruose.

SP sent disciples to the west. He didn’t go himself. He said, “If I go to the west, our preaching and programmes will be affected in India. At that time, going by ship took a long time. Also, SP’s English wasn’t so perfect for lecturing. Between 1925 and 1933(?) he established fifty centres in India. He was so busy expanding his work. So for this reason also he didn’t go to the west.

When Bon Maharaje went to London to make a lecture in a public hall, SP said in a message he sent: You should preach like this: Tell then that we are not Hindus. We are not brahmanas, and have no caste. We are Vaishnava das anu das. Hinduism is not our aim or object,” and he told the westerners, “Don’t think that you are the rulers. You are the servant of the servant of Krsna.”

When any European came to the Math, how he should be preached to was given by SP: “Don’t dictate to him, ‘You must do like this,’ but inspire him to serve Krsna.” He also told that idea to mahatma Gandhi that you should speak to the westerners like this. Don’t disturb them.  Don’t upset their minds. He will accept everything but we should not compel them. Dictation is not our aim and object. Inspiration is our aim and object. He has a soul and we should inspire that soul. He is Krsna das. He is ...(???) if we deal with him properly he will get the right impression automatically. Service is the only methjod by which inspiration (???...) if we are sevonmukhe, if we are inclined to serve, then he will also get the inspiration to serve Krsna.

When George the Fifth was ruling SP made a special edition of Nadia Prakash, the English newspaper, at the Gaudiya Math. George the Fifth himself appreciated that. He told the Governors and the then Viceroy of India to help SP in all respects. SP tried to get some motion in government to help preachers going overseas. One cabinet minister in England, named the Earl of Zetland, wanted to give a chance for the Gaudiya Math people to preach in Britain. The British appreciated that he is not disturbing us and he is encouraging religion. The special edition of Nadia Prakash had thirty pages in all, all in English, and it said that India should be ruled by the devotees’ ideas. Devotees may not be expert to practically rule, but they can give the spiritual idea. Then India will be happy. The British can continue to rule India, but they should listen to the devotees. George the Fifth appreciated this as compared to the “Quit India” campaign of Mahatma Gandhi and others.  This special edition of Nadia Prakash had pictures of George V on a horse, and the then British Prime Minister. It was sent to many of the leaders in Britain. Another book, “Erotic Principle and Unalloyed Devotion,” was sent to all libraries, political, religious, and intellectual leaders, free, throughout the world. He tried to catch the leaders and convince them - yad yad acarya srestas...

SP spoke of the Gaudiya Math as the Gaudiya Mission after sending preachers to Europe...(???)

The road from Hular ghata to the Caitanya Math in Mayapur was very muddy, so SP had them put straw all over the road, so the car could come, at the time of the visit of John Anderson, the Governor of Bengal.

22. Christianity

SP said that Lord Caitanya preached “extended Christianity” in a Caitanya Bhagavata purport. In other words, whatever Jesus Christ taught, those ideas are there in Lord Caitanya’s philosophy, but much expanded upon. He accepted Jesus as a saktyavesa avatara. He spoke of the amandodaya daya of Lord Caitanya - the mercy by which doing good to some doesn’t do any harm to others.

Commenting on “Do not take the name of the Lord in vain” - the teachings of Jesus - SP said that “in vain” means anyabhilasa (Material desires. See CC Mad. 24.330.), or cultivating another motive other than pure devotion.

“Give us our daily bread” was interpreted by SP that “bread” means “food for the soul.” In Paul’s letter he said that we don’t sacrifice any animal, but “sacrifice your self and chant the names of God.” SP quoted this. This is giving the idea of the sankirtan movement. About Jesus Christ he said, “ He was a saktyavesa avatara. He didn’t teach this eat, drink, and be merry business.”

Mahatma Gandhi, etc.

Because Sp didn’t support Gandhi’s independence movement, and in fact invited British dignitaries to important functions of the Gaudiya Math, there was open disagreement between the followers of Gandhi and the followers of SP, or rather, there was open disagreement between Gandhi and SP. It was Madan Mohan Malavya(?) of Benares Hindu University, who prompted Gandhi to approach SP, telling him that this sadhu is a great learned and respectable scholar, with many followers, especially in Bengal and Orissa, so you try to bring him into your fold. But SP could never accept his usage of the word “jayanti” or “harijan” for ordinary people. Gandhi gave ten questions to SP in an attempt to bring hin into his fold, but he was unsuccessful. Gandhi did not like SP because of this, and SP did not like Gandhi, but no tension developed between them or their followers, as it did that one time when Netharji Subhas Bose made his demonstration outside the Gaudiya Math in Bag Bazaar. Citaranjan Das, and many other famous leaders of Bengal, Orissa, and Benares, liked SP and very much appreciated his mission. Someone else who liked SP was Mati Lal Nehru(?) of Allalahbad, the father of Jawaharlal Nehru. SP only told to the people wanting independence, “Your mission is a karmi mission. Our mission is a mission of devotion.” Gandhi’s followers used a translation of the Gita in Hindi, by some karmi. SP didn’t like that. That was the edition of Balagangadhar Tilak, the guru of Gandhi.

In 1934 Mahatma Gandhi gave ten questions. He presented ten questions for the scholars and the pandits of the time to answer. SP had his answers published in the Gaudiya. They were questions like “what is a harijan?” Generally SP gave the answer that generally harijan means someone of low caste. No Hari-bhakta is a harijan. Don’t say that the harijan is someone from the lower caste. In our temple, anyone of any caste can come and join in. There is no caste system. Harijan is the highest person, not the lowest. So like this he defined the proper usage of words. Just like “jayanti” - don’t use that word for an ordinary man.  Jayanti means the day on which Krsna was born - Krsna -jayanti, or Gaura jayanti. You cannot even use that for other forms of the Lord like Rama or Nrsimha. what to speak of the modern age: they say Gandhi jayanti, Ravindra jayanti, vidya(?) jayanti, Mahavir jayanti. this is all incorrect. (Question: bhakta John: Can we get all ten questions and answers?)

?) Cittaranjan Das, a very prominent, famous and wealthy advocate and a leader of the Independence Movement in India at that time, said that SP was a singha guru, or a lion guru. Also, Shishir Kumar Ghosh, editor of Amrita Bazaar Patrika(?) a famous paper in Calcutta, also called him that.

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose came one time with a party of supporters to the Gaudiya Math, at the time when SP was holding his first “Theistic Exhibition” in Mednapur. Now, at that time there had been a great flood in Mednapur, a district west of Calcutta. Because of the flood the people were in great difficulty - poverty stricken. This was in 1933. They were suffering from shortages of rice, cloth, and all essentials, so Netaji came and told SP, “You stop this exhibition! Why are you spending so much money for this when the people need practical help? You’re spending so much money for lights, electricity. You have elephants and so many other things.” SP then told him, “No, you do not know. This is the only way to root-out miseries from the world. You are working only for the good of the body. You are treating the symptoms not the original disease. Don’t blow on boils - operate.  Annie Besant, Mahatma Gandhi’s friend from London, who was famous for founding the “Theosophical Society” also came and said the same thing and SP gave the same answer. Mahatma Gandhi also came and told SP, “Don’t waste money on this. Spend money on the daridra Narayana, the poor Narayana.” SP then told him, “Your idea is wrong.  You cannot serve daridra Narayana. Just as you cannot mix gold and stone. This is cit-jada-vada or attempting to mix the material with the spiritual - tasmin tuste jagat tusta - if Krsna is satisfied then the whole world is satisfied. You don’t disturb us. In the Jagannatha temple they are using ghee for the ghee-wick. You don’t say to use it for oiling the wheel, your spinning wheel. All the oils should be used for Krsna.” Madan Mohan Malavya(?) formerly told this story at Benares Hindu University. He accepted SP as a great sadhu. When he visited the Gaudiya Math he said, “You are the only man preaching the independence of the soul. We are trying to get independence for India.  That means independence for the body only. I want brahmacaris like you. Thousands like you are needed all over India. You are the only man preaching about the soul.”

Vivekananda Svami etc.

ISKCON’s SP conversation: Aug 2, 1976: “My guru maharaja at every step condemned the Rama Krsna Mission and Vivekananda. He said quite frankly, ‘If there are any impediments for our movement it is Gandhi and Vivekananda.’ He said frankly, ‘Hodge-podge. Gandhi’s also hodge-podge. He was a politician and in politics he mixed some spiritual ideas and made a hodge-podge. This Vivekananda was also a politician...’”

At the time when SP was preaching, the Rama Krsna Mission was very prominent, especially in Bengal. They were very active in material welfare work and made some pracar (propoganda) that this is religious.  Sarasvati Thakura, however, wrote many articles against them. About Rama Krsna himself Sarasvati Thakura said, “He looks just like a goat with his beard.”

Janaki Nath Bose. 

SP went to his house in Cuttak. He was invited there once. He was the father of Netaji Subhas Bose and was a famous advocate. Janaki Baba challenged him, saying, “Why are you coming to Orissa and erecting new temples? There are so many temples here in a state of ruin. Why don’t you renovate them instead of making new ones?” SP replied, “In a temple we want to speak on the pure siddhanta of the Gaudiya Vaishnavas, but no one will allow us to speak so clearly and purely in their temple. Therefore, our own place is required. We want a temple where we can speak this truth freely, without fear of constraint.” So Janaki Babu donated to SP for that purpose. Janaki Babu was not against SP but he had some doubts. That’s only why he asked. He and his wife were both very pious people.

One time, Janaki Nath Bose, the father of Netaji Subhas Bose, came to visit SP at the temple dressed in English dress - coat, shirt, pants, etc.  SP gave him a chair to sit on, although most visitors would be content to sit on the floor, but SP gave him a chair. It was at Cuttak where Janaki Nath resided. SP had him honoured with a fan. One devotee waved the fan. SP treated him respectfully, as he was a rich, learned, and prominent man. SP at that time told him, “I request you not to take flesh or fish anymore,” because Janakinath had hired mohammaden cooks in his house for cooking these things. SP said, “I will send you prasadam every day from the Math. A tifin was sent everyday to be filled up for Janakinath Bose and his family. This went on for ten years.  His mother, father, everyone, took mahaprasada, until Janakinath Bose died. So we see the way SP dealt with rich and prominent people.  Janakinath was a very prominent advocate of Cuttak. He had eighteen sons from one wife (get this verified) of whom Netaji Subhas was one.

26. Vratas and Austerities

For four or five years SP observed caturmasya after starting the Gaudiya Math. Then he stopped doing it. But those who were living in the Math they observed caturmasya. He used to observe urjavrata every year, according to Hari-bhakti-vilas, sometimes in Puri, sometimes in Radha Kund. He would stay in one place for a month without moving.  According to Hari-bhakti-vilas, that means during caturmasya they wouldn’t take brinjala (egg-plant) potala (a kind of vegetable), gur (raw sugar), and all luxurious things were given up. Whilst he was observing the vow to chant ten million names of the maha-mantra, he would bend down to take kicherie(?) fromm the floor, in the way a cow would. This is called go-gras, or in the manner of a cow. During the urja-vrata (vows observed during Kartik, the month of Damodara) he would take food once a day, cooked with no spices - rice, dahl, sabhji, and a little ghee.  During caturmasya he took sea-salt, not the machine processed salt.

At Radha Kund 

he fed the brajabasis and brahmanas very happily, giving plenty of katchouries, sweet rice (known as chac a chac, which means ‘first-class’, in Vrndavan) sweets. One time he served at Radha Kund so many people prasadam. He took two motorcars full from Vrndavan to Radha Kund to serve.

Two Brajabasis were SP’s disciples. One was from Varsana and the other from Radha Kund. SP gave them special regard and was very intimate with them. He told how Sanatan Goswami would go place to place in Vrndavan and speak with the Brajabasis, saying, “How are you?  How are your children? etc.” Rupa Goswami said, “This is Hari katha not gramya katha, because it is in relationship with Brajabasis.”

SP loved the Mohammedans of Mayapur. He was very fond of them.  they had a very good relationship. SP always considered their descent from the Chand Kazi and their being dham-vasis.

Going on the Vraja Mandala Parikram, SP would have basketfuls of tomatoes, radishes (the long, white, Indian vasriety), guavas, etc., carried from village to village, and he would distribute it to the villagers.  they would distribute and then send a car to purchae more again and again. He used to give to the boys and girls especially of Braja, but if his disciples stretched out their hands to take, he would say, “No, no. This is not for you!” He would personally give by his own hand, not only to the young children, but to all, yioung and old. He very much liked to serve Brajabasis. 

28. On mangement

Many sannyasis and leading devotees of the Gaudiya Math told SP to make a will for the management and organization of the Gaudiya Math after his departure. SP didn’t like that, saying, “If money is kept within the Mission we will become mahanta (a term referring to the propriortor of a temple in Bengal or Vrndavan) and by managing the temple they live very comfortably. They manage the funds of the temple and live very comfortably. So SP said, “I don’t want to make any agreement or document. When there is life in the mission it will run on.  I am not a contractor or a mason. I have not established these temples in the manner of a contractor or a mason. If life is there, with or without any document or will, everything will go on. But if there’s no life, with or without a document then things will not go on in a spiritual way.  Without the living source, without life, then the mission has no meaning. It will be a bad mission. rupa raghunatha vani pracar - this is what we want. I am the priya of Rupa Raghunatha. I am not the priya of some contractor. I build these temples for love of Rupa raghunatha, not for increasing some contractor’s business. I have not come to build so many temples for the world’s sake but for God’s sake.”

Kunja Babu presented a will to the High Court, a will of SP, but it was rejected as a forgery. This was after the disappearance of SP. SP made a document saying that three devotees should manage. Namely: Kunjada Babu, Vassudeva, and Paramananda. They were not the owners of the temple. Kirtananda brahmacari asked SP to keep some money aside, because the devotees had dedicated their lives. If there were medical expenses or some emergency, then some money would have to be spent.  SP said, “You go and preach to the people, and if they are convinced they will help you. If not they may not give to you. Try to convince them that the path of Lord Caitanya is absolutely good. Otherwise if you just go to collect money, it will just be a profession. When you preach, people will put many questions to you and examine you. You must give clear answers to them, then you can spread the message of Lord Caitanya. If you try to satisfy the public for the purpose of collection, then it is a mahanta matha. Every day go to the householders.” After 7.00am (?) none would stay in the matha. SP’s order was that everyone should go out to meet the public. “Don’t sit idly in the matha, then you are mathua (idle man). Even if you meet only five members of the public everyday still you should go out.”

Festivals

SP taught and practised renunciation, but for preaching did everything in a grand way. For Govardhana Puja, Annakuta Mahotsava, he called cooks from all over India. There would be unlimited preperations, over a thousand items with varieties of cooking, such as Bengali style, Andhra style, Gujarati style, etc. thousands would attend. When the GM was shifted from Ultadingi to Bagbazar, the sankirtana party was accompanied by musical bands, not only from all parts of India, but one from the west also. SP went ahead of the Deities, sweeping the road.  Calcutta had not seen or heard of such a festival, which instantly gave huge prominence to the GM. The kirtana parties were singing “Radha Krsna bol bol bolo re sabai... jai sakal bipod bhaktivinoda bole jokhon o nama gaya” (Everyone chant “Radha Krsna.” Bhaktivinoda says that when that name is chanted all dangers go away). During the procession, as SP passed under a gate, part of it broke and fell down. SP narrowly escaped injury. Everyone became anxious and agitated, but SP said, “jai sakala vipod Bhaktivinoda boler jokhon o nama gaya.” We have been saved from danger because we singing nama-kirtana.”

Fire

When the organization expanded there was money, many branches, prestige, then always problems occurred. In the early days, all the devotees were very seriously engaged in their sadhana - very serious about spiritual life. Later on, although the preaching was going on, they were building buildings, and doing so many things, but the spirit was different. It even came to the point of arguing over which rooms in the Gaudiya Math building in Bagbazaar, they should occupy. Bodhayan Maharaja once came back from giving a lecture and told the brahmacaris, “Oh, I have given such a good lecture, so many people have appreciated that, so I should not take rice prasada like all the other devotees but tonight cook for me some puris. they should be hot puris.” When SP heard that he became very sorry, saying, “karilam sannyasi hoy gelo vilasi - I have made them all sannyasis but they have become sense enjoyers.” Many times he said this. They would do this business of giving lectures as a matter of prestige.

