LESSON TWO TWENTY-SIX QUALITIES OF A DEVOTEE
One can know who is a Vaisnava by understanding the twenty-six qualities of a devotee. However there are two types of characeristics: principle and marginal. The, principle characteristic is surrender exclusively to Krsna while all others are dependent upon it. By some good fortune one may get the association ofVaisnavas, and then attain a taste for the Name, chant the Name and take shelter at Krsna's lotus feet. This becomes the chief characteristic, and by continuing to chant the Name all the other characteristics make their appearance. Therefore they are called marginal or accompanying. Though secondary to the principle characteristic, they will certainly appear in the body of a true Vaisnava or sadhu, as an effect of proper chanting of the Holy Name.
1.      A devotee is merciful (krpalu)
"He (the Vaisnava) is merciful because he is the well-wisher of all living entities. He is not only a well-wisher of human society, but a well-wisher of the animal society , as well. It is said here 'sarva dehinam\ which indicates all living entities who have accepted material bodies. Not only does the human being have a material body, but other living beings, such as cats and dogs, also have material bodies. The devotee of the Lord is merciful to everyone - the cats, dogs, trees, etc. He treats all living entities hi such a way that they can ultimately get salvation from this material entanglement."
( Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.25.51, purport )
2.      A devotee is humble (amanitvam)
Humility means that one should not be anxious to have the satisfaction ofbeing honored by others. Humility is not a superficial thing. It is deep, honest and natural and it comes when a conditioned soul sees his failure and unpretentiously begs Krsna for forgiveness and engagement in devotional service.
"One should chant the holy name, of the Lord in a humble state of mind, thinking oneself lower than the straw in the street. One should be more tolerant than a tree, devoid of all sense of false prestige and should be ready to offer all respects to others. In such a state of mind one can chant the holy name of the Lord constantly."
( Sri Sri Siksastaka - Verse 3 )
3.      A devotee is truthful (satya-sard)
The first truthfulness of a disciple is to keep his promise to avoid sinful acts and always chant sixteen rounds ofjapa on his beads everyday. Nor should a devotee engage in illegal activities. But one must be truthful in the ultimate sense, acting not for one's own interests but for Krsna's interest.
4.      A devotee is equal to everyone (sama)
A devotee sees the spirit soul and Supersoul in every living entities' heart. He treats every living entity according to their different positions in which ever way is best for their spiritual advancement.
5.      A devotee is faultless (nidosa)
A devotee who is surrendered in body, mind and words to Krsna and is always executing Krsna's will to the best of his ability is considered faultless.
The example is given that on the full moon there are some spots which may appear to bepockmarks. Still, the illumination spread by the full-moon cannot be checked. Similarly, a little fault in the midst of volumes of devotional service is not at all to be counted as a fault. Attachment for Krsna is transcendental bliss. Amidst unlimited volumes of transcendental bliss, a spot of some material defect cannot act in anyway.
6.      A devotee is magnanimous (vadanya)
A devotee is magnanimous because he knows that love of Krsna is the greatest of all things and he goes on distributing it without self-motivation and without being checked. Thus his magnanimity knows no bounds and that the good fortune of those receiving this gift is unparalleled.
"My obeisances unto Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is the most munificent incarnation, because He is giving freely what was never distributed before, pure love of God."
(Srila Rupa Gosvami)
7.      A devotee is mild (mrdu)
The devotee avoids chasing after illusory material happiness and its resultant suffering. He remains peaceful because he is satisfied in Krsna consciousness. That mildness comes not from timidity but from deep self satisfaction. Like the great ocean, he is pacified. Others get agitated and rant over worldly happenings, personal frustrations and misgivings, but the devotee depends upon Krsna and tries to carry out the Lord's order.
8.      A devotee is clean (sue/)
The Krsna consciousness movement is dedicated to making the world "revolutionary clean" through hygenic principles and even more importantly, by cleansing the heart with the chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.
"The principles of religion do not stand on some dogmas or man-made formulas, but they stand on four primary regulative observances, namely, austerity, cleanliness, mercy and truthfulness... cleanliness is necessary both for the mind and body. Simple bodily cleanliness may help to some extent, but cleanliness of the mind is necessary, and it is effected by glorifying the Supreme Lord. No one can cleanse the accumulated mental dust without glorifying the Supreme Lord. A godless civilization cannot cleanse the mind because it has no idea of God, and for this simple reason people under such a civilization cannot have good qualifications, however they may be materially equipped. "
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.17.25, purport)
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9.      A devotee is without material possession (aklncana)
The highest realization is to see everything as Krsna's. The daring, inspired and compassionate devotee however, is not satisfied to simply see that it belongs to Krsna, but he works to use all things in the service oftheLord- so that the whole world canbenefit. In such a spiritualized world, all the citizens would receive the blessings of Krsna, become peaceful and prosperous and after this life go back home, back to Godhead.
10.    A devotee performs welfare work for everyone (sarvopakaraka)
The devotee performs welfare work for everyone because Krsna consciousness applies to all of humanity and all species. It is not only for a certain race, nationality, or sex. It is for all living entities.
"It is the duty of every hving being to perform welfare activities for the benefit of others with his life, wealth, intelligence and words."
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.22.35)
11.    A devotee is peaceful (santa)
"Peaceful" does not refer to a physical idyllic setting that may in fact be shattered at any moment. Peaceful is the condition of the soul at peace with Krsna, and it is possible for the devotee who sees Krsna as everything. Realization that there is no existence besides Krsna is the platform of peace and fearlessness.
"A person hi full consciousness of Me, knowing Me to be the ultimate beneficiary of
all sacrifices and austerities, the Supreme Lord of all planets and demigods, and the benefactor and well-wisher of all living entities, attains peace from the pangs of material miseries."
(Bhagavad-gita 5.29)
12.    A devotee is surrendered to Krsna (krsnaika-sarana)
Surrender is not whimsical but authorized and scientific. If we practice, we learn how to surrender. A devotee engaged in a life of full surrender to Krsna has many things to do and does not waste a moment. His goal is to completely surrender to Krsna so that he can be rid of all material desires and serve Krsna more and more.
"Now I am confused about my duty and have lost all composure because of miserly weakness. In this condition I am asking You to tell me for certain what is best for me. Now I am Your disciple, and a soul surrendered unto You. Please instruct me. "
(Bhagavad-gita 2.7)
13.    A devotee is desireless (akama)
On attaining full devotional service a devotee finds that all his material desires have become satisfied by complete engagement in Krsna consciousness. He has no more material desires and only hankers to serve the spiritual master and Krsna.
14.    A devotee is indifferent to material acquisitions (anihd)
A devotee may use material things in the service of Krsna, but he doesn't become attached or dependant on them. He may serve Krsna with millions of dollars, construct buildings and profusely publish Krsna consciousness literatures; but even if he has nothing material to use, he can serve Krsna just by chanting Hare Krsna.
15.    A devotee is fixed (sthira)
"One who is equal to friends and enemies, who is equipoised in honour and dishonour, heat and cold, happiness and distress, fame and infamy, who is always free from contaminating association, always silent and satisfied with anything, who doesn't care for any residence, who is fixed in knowledge and who is engaged in devotional service - such a person is very dear to Me."
(Bhagavad-gita 12.18)
A devotee's realization of Krsna should be so deep that no allurement, distress or contradictory philosophy can sway his determination to execute the order of guru and Krsna.
16.    A devotee completely controls the six bad qualities (vijita-sad-gunā)
"There are three gates leading to this hell - lust, anger and greed. Every sane man should give these up, for they lead to the degradation of the soul."
(Bhagavad-gita 16.21)
The six bad qualities are: lust, anger, greed, illusion, madness and envy. A pure devotee controls these qualities by full engagement in the service of Krsna. Control of the senses is possible not by dry restraint or mechanical repression but by transcendental knowledge and transcendental taste.
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17.    A devotee eats only as much as required (mita bhuk)
"There is no possibility of one's becoming a yogi, O Arjuna, if one eats too much or eats too little, sleeps too much or does not sleep enough."
(Bhagavad-gita 6.16)
Srila Prabhupada said: 'Till one quarter of your stomach with water, half with food and the other quarter with air. DO NOT OVEREAT."
18.    A devotee is without inebriation (apramattā)
The devotee is not lopsided or intoxicated by material pleasure. He reduces his material needs to a simple level and patiently dedicates his life to the service of Krsna. His life is therefore the real example of moderation, balance and sanity.
19.    A devotee is respectful (manadā)
The devotee offers respect to others without expecting any respect in return. He respects that all living beings have been given their life by Krsna, and he knows that he has no right to take it away.
20.    A devotee is without false prestige (amani)
False prestige can be considered in two ways:
a. the objects of prestige are falsely prestigious, and, b. our claim to any prestigious object or position is false.
A devotee is free of both kinds of false prestige. He is not attracted to the glitter of desirable material possessions, and whatever is attractive he acknowledges as but a reflection of Krsna, the all-attractive cause of all causes.
21.    A devotee is grave (gambhird)
There are many light moments in Krsna consciousness, but for the conditioned soul to give up his material life and prepare himself to go back to Godhead is no joke. It is a very deep purpose. Gravity means to be always thinking of how to continue developing and intensifying our love for Krsna and His dear devotees.
22.    A devotee is compassionate (karuna)
The essence of compassion is preaching. But the force that drives the preaching is purity. Preaching rests on the sincere, pure hearts of the devotees.
23.    A devotee is a friend (maitra)
A devotee is a friend because he directs you to Krsna. Krsna is the best friend of all living entities.
24.    A devotee is a poet (kavf)
Aside frommaking poetic compositions, a devotee is a poet byhispoetic perception. He isnot dull. He tastes Krsna's presence in pure water and sees the sun as Krsna's eye. He uses language to describe God. He has in his mind's eye a vision of intense beauty, the transcendental form of Sri Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The devotee lives minute to minute in ever-fresh Krsna consciousness. He is a poet.
25.    A devotee is expert (daksa)
The ability to surrender and do the needful is the sign of an expert devotee.
26.    A devotee is silent (maunī)
A devotee never speaks nonsense; this is his silence. When he talks it is only in the glorification of the Supreme Lord, Sri Krsna.
